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Doing Good Digital Exegesis

nthe book and paper world, biblical exegesisisatime

consuming, but useful task. Without it, you cannot

faithfully preach theWord of God. A computer and
Bible Study softwarewill help you do high-quality, biblical
exegesisin far lesstimethan it would using stacks of books
and alegal pad. And your study will be more advanced as
you utilize powerful original languagetools, evenif you

A Word About Faithful Bible Study

As astudent of preaching, much of the preaching | have heard has
been like the ice covering my church’s parking lot — very wide, very
shallow and quite precarious to those who ventureinto it. For three
weeks, between my last ministry assignment and my present one, | vis-
ited some of the churchesin our area hoping to hear some good, Exposi-
tory Preaching. What | got instead was “bible-lite.” At one service the
message was a rah-rah, “aren’t we a good church” rally. At another we
were treated to a“talk” about some very biblical ideas, but few of which
came from the passage the preacher quoted. A third was a great mes-
sage. | enjoyed it both times | encountered it — once in this sermon and
in abook by David Jeremiah. After that three weeks off, | felt likel’d
been robbed of an opportunity to hear from the Lord. | hopethat if you
are apastor or bible study leader you will seek ahigher level of procla-
mation. With the current crop of bible programs, world-class, biblical ex-
egesisiswithin the grasps of the average bible student.

What Is Good Biblical Exegesis?

The best way to study the bibleisto start with the bible. That
sounds rudimentary, but many preachers and teachers are so enamored
by the 348 commentaries that came in the “ Gold Package” from Joe's
Bible software Company, that they want to start there. Don’t!

Thefirst step isto read the bible. The majority of basic level bible
programs have a dozen or dozens of translations and paraphrases. Read

don’t know Greek or Hebrew.

them. Not sure what verses to use in your
lesson or sermon? Follow the periscopes
(thosetitled sectionsin the bible) and work
from there. If you think the verse be-
fore or the verse after goes with that section
then add it. But make sure you have a good
reason to do so. Then, just read that pas-
sage in as many of the trandations and
paraphrases as you can. Bible programs
have afunction for thistask. Look for the
word parallel. You pick your favorite trans-
lations and display them side-by-side. | use
Logos Digital Library System for this. It
has multiple ways to read and compare dif-
ferent trandations. But almost all of them
let you do this somehow. Keep reading and
re-reading.

The next step is to take note of what is
there. Start recording your observations.
Again Bible softwareis great for this. The
notes feature lets you add a note to aword,
verse, chapter or book. Write everything
you can in the note. Be forewarned; if you
switch software packages you will likely
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lose all your notes. So you may want to use your word processor, notepad, or
something like Microsoft OneNote. However, you do it, save your notesin a
digital format so you can later search them and copy them into your sermon or
lessonfiles.

After making observations, you will want to investigate the passage allittle.
Take note of issues you will need to investigate. For example: Who wrote this
and to whom? Why did they write it? What are the meanings of the signifi-
cant words (original language study) and are there any references to geo-
graphical places? Arethere any important wordsto look up in adictionary or
in a cross reference? Go over the passage repeatedly.

When you are finished writing down all the questions, answer them. Even
if you don’t have skillsin Greek or Hebrew, you can use the toolsin your Bible
software package to study them. Advanced programs, let you mouse over a
word and have awindow popup. It might include an original Greek or Hebrew
definition, parsing information and other explanations. Any cross references
you find will be hyperlinked allowing you to click it or mouse over it to read the
passage in a popup. If your package doesn’t have popups, it might have a
separate window that will change based on what you mouse over or click. For
example, if you want to know the meaning of the word “propitiation” you can
single-click it if itishyperlinked, double-click it to show anew window with a
dictionary or lexicon entry, or right-click with any number of optionsrelated to
looking up in other reference works. The key is using your software to answer
these questions.

After that, consult other worksin your library that are pertinent, like com-
mentaries, dictionaries, Christian living booksthat might have information about
the passage. You can find this by searching.

My Preparation Work Flow
Here is my work flow:

1. Delineate the beginning and ending verse by reading the greater passage
repeatedly. For short books | read the whole book. But for longer books |
read the chapters before and after.

2. Read the passage in parallel versions and consult Logos' other passage
comparison tools.

3. Look up the book my passageisin (like Ephesians or Isaiah) in aBible
Dictionary and then Handbook to understand the background. | also read the
introduction in afew of my favorite commentaries. That way | know the situ-
ation of the writing.

4. Tranglate the passage from Greek or use the passage tool in BibleWorks
that listsall the significant wordsand their lexicon entries. Alternatively, | will
do an Exegetical Guide searchin Logos. Take note of significant findings that
will help enhance your understanding of thetext in aword file.

5. Next | look up the key wordsin dictionaries or | do atopic search on
that word. Thiswill help me see how it isused in other bible passages, what
other authors have said about it in reference works (encyclopedias) and any
other book in my digital library. If you havealargelibrary thislist could beim-
possibleto read through in ashort time. But you will learn what the most fruit-
ful references are and go to them first. Keep taking notes.

6. Read commentaries and record findings.

7. Now itistimeto outline. | used to just copy the passage into Word and
do an outline of the passage. We don’t have timeto go into the skill of biblical
outlining here. Look at Haddon Robinson’s book Biblical Preaching (seeit at
http://wapurl.co.uk/?Q57VK8J) or Wayne McDill's 12 Essential kills for
Great Preaching (found at http://wapurl.co.uk/?7X76SGC) both of which
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explainthisskill well. Both BibleWorksand Logos have great biblical outlining
capabilitiesbuiltin. Thisskill helpsyou seethe relationship of ideasto other
ideas. Often, you will seethe sermon outlinein thisoutline. For poetry and nar-
rativethisskill islessuseful. But still doit so that you will haveto fight with the
words. If you are doing a narrative passage study, then you might want to out-
linethe story in anarrative plot line. Summarize theintroduction, therising ac-
tion, the climax, the resolution, and then the resulting situation in a sentence or
two for each. If there are magjor statements by characters that communicate a
message, outline these the way you would non-narrative passages.

8. Once you have gathered all thismaterial and outlined the passage, itis
time to determine what the main idea of the passage is. Simply state the subject
and the complement. The subject is best expressed in the form of a question
that the passage answers. John 3:16 might have the question, “How did God
show us hislove for the whole world?” The complement or answer is, “He
gave his son for the sins of the world and invitesusto believein Him.” Thiswill
then help you outline your passage. This processis easier when you use aword
processor. You can delete and rewrite it over and over without ruining your pa-
per and wasting your ink. Thisisaso agood time to get away from the pas-
sage. Save all your notesin either your bible study package or aword processor
file. Take sometimeto let your mind rest and think. Come back later and re-
read your notes and try again to come up with a good idea (subject/comple-
ment). For more information on the subject and complement of a passage see
Haddon Robinson’sbook cited above.

9. Now that you’ ve chosen a good subject and complement (your sermon’s
main idea). Type out your sermon’s purpose. Why will you preach or teach this
passage?

10. Now hit the web. Search for the conceptsinvolved in your idea. This
will giveyou somegood illustrative material and will aso help you find some
good ideas for ways to present your message. Search good preaching and ser-
mons sites for ideas. But while most of the online sermon sites have some bad
sermons, they often will have nugget or two that can be incorporated into your
message.

11. Finally, write your message. Remember to first create a full-sentence
outline. Again, see agood preaching text on writing outlines. For agreat book
on how to craft messages that are biblical and have contemporary appeal, see
Jason Moore and Len Wilson'sbook Digital Story Tellers. Get it here: http://
wapurl.co.uk/?T572KQT. A great way to do thisisthink of popular cultural
references that are similar to your idea. If you are preaching on Paul’s passage
about milk versus meat in 1 Corinthians, you might use the old Wendy’s commer-
cial line “Where'sthe Beef?’ This makes it memorable. Your web search
should helpinthisarea.

12. Finally, present your message using | ots of images, video and showing
the main ideas on a screen with a projector. See our sister publication (http://
www.christianav.com) for more on this area of church technology. Also con-
sult Wilson and Moore's book referenced above. Don't use PowerPoint unless
you have to. Wondering why? Read Wilson and Moore.

Conclusion

The key isto let the passage speak for itself. If you follow thisformat, then
you will be assured of having a biblical message or lesson. Over the next few
months we will look at using Bible software and the Internet to study for, pre-
pare, and present Biblical sermons and lessons more in depth. If you would like
to suggest alternatives or other ideas about this process, feel free to contact me
at kevin@kevinpurcell.org. 1'd love to share your tips and tricks for using
your computer in digital bible study and sermon prep. I
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The NAS Electronic Bible Library includes:

v Libronix Digital Library System™
software

v Logos Library System" compatible

v New American Standard Bible’

v Amplified" Bible

v La Biblia de las Américas”, King James
Version and American Standard Version
(ASV) of 1901

v NASB® Cross References
& Notes

¥ NAS® Topical Index

v NAS™ Hebrew Dictionary

v NAS™ Greek Dictioncdry

v NAS® Exbaustive Concordance

v LBLA" Cross references & Noles

" Easton’s Bible Dictionary

v’ New Nave's Topical Bible

v’ Matthew Henry's Concise Commenlary

v Logos Deluxe Maps

v Bible Hislory: Old Teslament-Edersheim

v’ History of the Christian Church-Philip
Schaff

v Institutes of the Christian Religion-John
Calvin

v Commentary: Critical and Explanatory
on the Whole Bible-Jamieson, Fausett
and Brown

For more information contact;

American Bible Sales
P.O. BOX 5158, FULLERTON, CA 92838
ORANGE COUNTY: (714) 879-2283 FAX: (714) 535-2164

1-800-535-5131

www.americanbiblesales.com

The Libronix Library System logo is a trademark of Libronix
Corporation. The Logos Library System™, and the Logos Library
System™ logo are trademarks of Logos Research Systems, Ine.
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