

















ebration, Trunk or Treat, or some sort of alternative
Halloween event is a great opportunity to reach out
to your community.

Plan the event, but don’t stop there to make it an
eternity-changing outreach event. The internet gives
us opportunities for information sharing that can
challenge those who may or may not attend, but who
have your information and a link to your website.

To make your website most useful, here is what you
need to do:

* Have in-depth information and links on your
website where you answer questions about
death, life after death, if ghosts are real, etc.

* Deal honestly with the reality of Hebrews 9:27,
“And as it is appointed unto men once to die,
but after this the judgment.” In our world today
there is a pervasive belief that after a person
dies, their soul can wander around (even a TV
show, Ghost Whisperer is about this). Belief in
reincarnation, of everyone going to “a better
place” and similar false ideas are rampant.

» We must honestly confront and answer these
false beliefs. Halloween is great time to use
your church’s website to answer questions
about false beliefs. A well-constructed apolo-
getic section with links to Bible passages and
resources about Jesus as the only way to God,
the reality of hell and judgment, and the offer
of salvation should be easily accessible on
your website. One of the useful things about
a website is that people can check things out,
research and explore without being confronted
face-to-face.

* If someone is timid about sharing face-to-face
with their Oikos, the web is a wonderful re-
source. To get them to your website follow the information in step three.

Step Three: Develop Tools to Link Your People and their OIKOS with the Resources from the Church.

This is an essential step. Far too often, I’ve seen in my communication ministry how churches either create great commu-
nication pieces that advertise an event, but don’t go beyond that, or the church hosts an event, but doesn’t give people a means
to tell their friends about it.

Along with this article are two samples of the kind of publications you can create (and you can download these for free,
plus have access to many other Halloween resources on my website at www.effectivechurchcom.com). On the website are
PDFs that you can download and print out. You can then add your own church information on the back of them.

The first one is a bulletin insert to encourage people to think about outreach at Halloween time and let them know about
the church resources to invite their Oikos to participate.

The second one is a postcard or handout that can be printed, with information from your church on the back. It challenges
people to think about the reality of death and lets them know that Jesus is the one who conquered death and offers the gift of
eternal life to anyone who comes to him.

It is much more work to create website resources, to teach your people about OIKOS and to create materials they can
use to involve and invite others, but if you do that, you’ll not only provide a fun holiday celebration for your people, but an
eternity-altering event.
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